
ACCESS UPDATE 
 

1 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Creating a Robust Canadian Biosimilars Market 
 
• The Biosimilars Forum’s objective is to provide evidence-based information to inform and support 

public policies that encourage access, awareness and adoption of biosimilars while providing an 
opportunity for companies developing biosimilars for the Canadian market to work with key 
stakeholders on topics instrumental to biosimilars and patient care.  
 

• The Biosimilars Forum believes a fundamental component of a sustainable drug system is a 
sustainable and competitive biosimilar market – one which generates long-term value, and in turn 
leads to investment in new innovative therapies.         
 

• Its members share a core belief that biosimilars have the potential to provide additional treatment 
options for physicians and patients, expand access to new medicines and support the sustainability 
of the Canadian health care system.  

 
Expanding Access 
 
• Consensus now exists among physician groups,1,2,3,4,5,6 public7 and private8 payers that the proven 

safety, efficacy and cost-effectiveness of biosimilars means they should be considered first-line 
therapy for molecule naïve patients* when considering a biologic when the term of the patent on 
the reference biologic ends. 
 

• The Canadian biosimilars market is still a nascent one. Its growth will rely on policymakers to create 
a core set of biosimilars adoption mechanisms that encourage early use, along with a modernization 
process that allows for changes to biosimilar policies over time as market dynamics change and 
stakeholder confidence increases. 
 

• Health Canada states that they “consider well-controlled switches from reference biologic drug to 
biosimilar in an approved indication to be acceptable.”9 
 

• Today, it remains at the discretion of public and private payers to adapt reimbursement policies to 
encourage biosimilars and to provide viable and sustainable conditions for their continued use. 
 

• Given Health Canada’s position that well-controlled switches are acceptable, the Forum encourages 
payers to implement well-controlled switch strategies that support the transition of patients from a 
reference biologic drug to one of its biosimilars. 
 

                                                           
* Patients who have never been treated with a biologic drug, sometimes referred to as “bio-naïve”. 
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• Switch strategies should be accompanied by engagement with multiple stakeholder groups, robust 
education programs and a recognition of the essential role physicians have to play in any 
prescription change. 
 

• To capitalize on the potential cost savings of biosimilars, benefits providers and plan sponsors must 
also ensure their plans give preference to biosimilars in place of more expensive reference biologics 
once the term of their patent has ended. 
 

• Unlike generic drugs, biosimilars cannot be automatically substituted at the pharmacy. 
 

Policies for the Long-Term 
 
• The expansion of access through favourable reimbursement policies will help payers generate 

significant savings for drug programs in Canada while allowing for investment in new and innovative 
therapies. 
 

• Decisions made around reimbursement must consider not only short-term savings opportunities, 
but also the attractiveness of Canada as a market in which to launch future biosimilars, leading to 
long-term opportunities for future savings. 
 

• Public and private payers should not only take advantage of the savings opportunities presented by 
biosimilars (both in supporting the future of the health care system and allowing for reinvestment in 
new and innovative therapies and health care services) but also in helping to create an environment 
that is both sustainable and attractive to companies wishing to launch biosimilar products.  
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